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Civil Rights in New York: From School Boycotts to ‘Beyond Vietnam’
Online Workshop — January 12, 2021

Featured MCNY Sources and Exhibitions

Activist New York, an ongoing MCNY exhibition, traces 400 years of social activism in New
York City. This online exhibition includes case studies focusing on the Black freedom struggle
from abolition to #BlackLivesMatter. Access the full exhibition at activistnewyork.mcny.org

“We Shall Not Be Moved”: New York and Civil Rights, 1945-1964

This case study in Activist New York examines how civil rights activists mobilized to
fight racist policies and practices in New York City, from housing discrimination to
school segregation to police brutality.

Learn about activists, examine photographs and artifacts, and find lesson plans at
activistnewyork.mcny.org/exhibition/political-and-civil-rights/civil-rights

Racial Justice Today: The Movement for Black Lives, 2012-2020

This case study from Activist New York traces the ongoing Movement for Black lives and
looks at the intersectional approach activists have taken to address systemic racism,
gender discrimination, health hazards, anti-immigrant sentiment, and economic
inequality.

Learn about the Movement, examine photographs and artifacts, and find lesson plans at
activistnewyork.mcny.org/exhibition/political-and-civil-rights/movement-black-lives

MCNY Virtual Field Trip: The Civil Rights Movement in NYC

Explore New York City’s role in the civil rights movement and discover the importance of
youth action in the 1964 boycott by NYC students against segregated schools. Participants will
hear the stories of civil rights activists to learn about New York’s major role in the Black
freedom movement and the ongoing movement for racial justice today.

Available for students in grades 2-12. Learn more at mcny.org/education/virtual-field-trips

Online Primary and Secondary Sources
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s speech “Beyond Vietnam,” delivered on April 4, 1967 at Riverside
Church, can be found at kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/beyond-vietnam

“Malcolm X Speaks in Solidarity with the School Boycotts in NYC,” WSB-TV Newsfilm Collection,
March 16, 1964. Access at youtube.com/watch?v=nvQ7X0¢b30Q&ab channel=BlakaveliX
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Museum of the City of New York Civil Rights in New York — Spring 2021 Workshop

“NYC’s School Boycott: The History You Didn’t Learn,” Time Magazine, October 2, 2020. Access
at youtube.com/watch?v=6gISbKW4rEo&ab channel=TIME

Brooklyn Connections, “Civil Rights Movement,” created by the Brooklyn Public Library, May
27, 2015. Access at youtube.com/watch?v=MdU1¢2YzREké&ab channel=brooklynology

Henry Louis Gates, Jr., “Who Designed the March on Washington?” The African Americans:
Many Rivers to Cross. Access at pbs.org/wnet/african-americans-many-rivers-to-

cross/history/100-amazing-facts/who-designed-the-march-on-washington/

Barbara Ransby, “Ella Baker’s Legacy Runs Deep. Know Her Name.” New York Times, January
20, 2020. Access at nytimes.com/2020/01/20/opinion/martin-luther-king-ella-baker.html

Recommended Readings for Students
Brimner, Larry Dane. We Are One: The Story of Bayard Rustin. Honesdale, PA: Boyds Mills Press,
2007.

Hearth, Amy Hill. Streetcar to Justice: How Elizabeth Jennings Won the Right to Ride in New York.
New York, NY: Greenwillow Books, 2018.

Houtman, Jacqueline, Michael G. Long, and Walter Naegle. Troublemaker for Justice: The Story of
Bayard Rustin, the Many Behind the March on Washington. San Francisco: City Lights Books, 2019.

Lewis, John, Andrew Aydin and Nate Powell. March: Book One. San Diego: Top Shelf
Productions, 2003.

Myers, Walter Dean. Malcolm X: A Fire Burning Brightly. New York, NY: Amistad Press, 2003.

Theoharis, Jeanne and Brandy Colbert. The Rebellious Life of Mrs. Rosa Parks: Young Readers
Edition. Boston: Beacon Press, 2021.

Recommended Readings for Educators

Menkart, Deborah, Alana D. Murray, and Jenice L. View, editors. Putting the Movement Back into
Civil Rights Teaching: A Resource Guide for K-12 Classrooms. Washington, DC: Teaching for
Change, 2004.

Galamison, Milton Arthur and Clarence Taylor. Knocking at Our Own Door: Milton A. Galamison
and the Struggle to Integrate New York City Schools. New York: Columbia University Press, 1997.

Hagopian, Jesse and Denisha Jones. Black Lives Matter at School: An Uprising for Educational
Justice. Chicago: Haymarket Books, 2020.
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Peniel, Joseph E. The Sword and the Shield: The Revolutionary Lives of Malcolm X and Martin Luther
King, Jr. New York: Basic Books, 2020.

Purnell, Brian and Jeanne Theoharis, eds., The Strange Career of the Jim Crow North. New York:
NYU Press, 2019.

Ransby, Barbara. Ella Baker and the Black Freedom Movement: A Radical Democratic Vision. Chapel
Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2003.

Program Supporters

Education programs in conjunction with Activist New York are made possible by
The Puffin Foundation, Ltd.

Professional Learning programs are made possible in part by ...a chance... fund, inc.
The Frederick A.O. Schwarz Education Center is endowed by grants from

The Thompson Family Foundation Fund, the F.A.O. Schwarz Family Foundation,
the William Randolph Hearst Endowment, and other generous donors.
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