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Introduction 

This guide is intended to be used as a resource for teachers either preparing to visit the 

Museum of the City of New York’s City as Canvas: Graffiti Art from the Martin Wong Collection 

or to use in the classroom following a class visit.   

 

During the gallery tour of the City As Canvas exhibition, students will view highlights from the 

Museum's rich collection of 1970s and '80s graffiti art in New York. By analyzing the drawings, 

paintings, photographs and blackbooks collected by Martin Wong, students will learn about 

New York City artists known as “writers”, like Keith Haring, Lady Pink, Lee Quiñones, and 

Daze, and the historical context in which their work was created. Students will be able to 

elaborate on the multiple perspectives surrounding street art, discuss the various styles 

represented, and will respond creatively to the pieces by drafting their own sketches.   

 

The information and activities in this guide correlate to the guided tour, but may also be taught 

as stand-alone lessons utilizing the text, images, and suggested activities.  Teachers are 

encouraged to adapt the information to the grade level and ability of their students.  For further 

information or to schedule a visit to the Museum of the City of New York, please email the 

Frederick A.O. Schwarz Children’s Center at schoolprograms@mcny.org. 

 

Included in this guide: 

• Curriculum Connections 

• Key Terms 

• Background Information on the Exhibition 

• Artist Spotlights: Keith Haring, Wicked Gary, Daze, Futura and Lady Pink 

• Suggested Activity:  

o Gallery Review  

o In the Voice of the Artists  

o Debate it!  Finding Space for Street Art  

o Write Your Own Exhibition Text 
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